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House of Burgess: And why must I care? 


'Duck Dynasty' impossible to ignore. 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


When I write my columns, I try my best to be as timely as possible. This is 
the first opportunity I’ve had to write about the recent “Duck Dynasty” 


controversy, and the whole thing is already over. 


The kerfuffle began Dec. 18 when A&E announced patriarch Phil 
Robertson’s suspension in response to an upcoming article in the January 


issue of GQ by Drew Magary. 


“Start with homosexual behavior and just morph out from there: Bestiality, 
sleeping around with this woman and that woman and that woman and 


those men,” read one choice Robertson quote. 


While I personally disagree with Robertson’s outlook, I wasn’t particularly 
surprised. I kind of figured that’s how they felt long before. What I am 
stunned by is the muted backlash to another quote from story, this time 


involving his memories of the pre-civil rights era South. 


“T never, with my eyes, saw the mistreatment of any black person,” he said. 
“Not once. ... Pre-entitlement, pre-welfare, you say: Were they happy? They 


were godly; they were happy; no one was singing the blues.” 


Uh, what? We’re obviously burying the lede here. How is this not the big 


story right now? 


“His recollection is oddly reminiscent of the ‘Song of the South’ vision of the 
past, long since abandoned by even fringe historians,” wrote Jonathan 
Merritt in The Atlantic Dec. 19. “In the rush to support Robertson for his 
beliefs about sexuality and sin, most conservative Christians seem to be 


ignoring this comment.” 


As soon as the news dropped, a whole slew of state and national politicians 


had opinions: 


e “Those ‘intolerants’ hatin’ and taking on the ‘Duck Dynasty’ patriarch for 
voicing his personal opinion are taking on all of us.” — Sarah Palin, 


Facebook post, Dec. 19. 


e “[Phil Robertson is the] Rosa Parks of our generation.” — Ian Bayne, 
Republican candidate for Illinois’ 11th Congressional District, campaign 


website post, Dec. 20. 


e “If the Robertson family cannot come to an agreement with AGE and 
wants to continue the show, Louisiana already has the infrastructure in 
place to maintain their record-breaking program.” — Lt. Gov. Jay Dardenne, 


email quoted by the Associated Press, Dec. 21. 


Remember, this is all happening just days before Christmas. The financial 
component was where this fight was going to be won and lost from the 


beginning. 


Cracker Barrel quickly pulled “Duck Dynasty” products from its shelves 
Dec. 20, reversing itself three days later. “Today, we are putting all our 
‘Duck Dynasty’ products back in our stores,” read the company’s Dec. 23 


statement. “And, we apologize for offending you.” 


Isn’t it funny that by suspending the show’s star and stirring the backlash, 
A&E just gave itself a huge merchandising boost? People are buying this 
stuff just to make a point now. I’d love a glimpse at its balance sheets next 


quarter. 


“Children across the country might enjoy a merrier Christmas as sales of ... 
Robertson’s autographed posters have skyrocketed, with a portion of the 
proceeds benefiting the Marine Toys for Tots program,” read a press 
release I received Dec. 20. As went Cracker Barrel, so went the nation. It 


was just a matter of time before A&E lifted the suspension. 


“After discussions with the Robertson family, as well as consulting with 
numerous advocacy groups, A&E has decided to resume filming ‘Duck 
Dynasty’ later this spring with the entire Robertson family,” ended A&E’s 


statement to The Hollywood Reporter Friday. 


Jennifer “Jwoww” Farley of “Jersey Shore” is a gay rights supporter. I agree, 
but who cares? What have these “stars” done that I should have to know 
their stances? If “Duck Dynasty” is taken off the air, it should be because 
it’s a garbage, semi-scripted “reality” show. It’s like when “chef” Paula 
Deen was removed from Food Network after her fondness for a particular 


word to describe black people was revealed. 


Of course I find her racism disgusting, but if we had just collectively 
stopped her when she introduced recipes like deep-fried cheesescake, 
Krispie Kreme bread pudding or the bacon cheeseburger sandwiched 


between two doughnuts, I wouldn’t have to know her opinions on anything. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


